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Achievement

student demonstrates limited
understanding and ability

student demonstrates some
understanding and ability

student demonstrates considerable
understanding and ability

student demonstrates thorough
understanding and ability

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Every subject’s curriculum document
contains an Achievement Chart. The
Achievement Chart contains the
Categories of Learning (below) for that
subject and the four levels of achieve-
ment on which teachers base their
assessment of students’ work.

■ 1. Knowledge and Understanding

This category emphasizes subject - specific
content acquired in each grade (knowledge),
and the comprehension of its meaning and
significance (understanding).

■ 2. Thinking

This category emphasizes the use of critical
and creative thinking skills and/or processes
as follows: planning skills (e.g., gathering
information), processing skills (e.g., evaluating),
critical/creative thinking (e.g., research)

■ 3. Communication

This category emphasizes the conveying of
meaning through various forms as follows:
oral (e.g., presentation), written (e.g., report,
opinion), visual (e.g., computer graphics,
chart, model).

■ 4. Application / Making Connections

This category emphasizes the use of
knowledge and skills to make connections
within and between various contexts.
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Achievement Chart
Adapted from the Ontario Curriculum, Grades 1 - 12

Category Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4

Knowledge and
Understanding
Subject - specific content
acquired in each grade
(knowledge), and the
comprehension of its
meaning and significance
(understanding)

■ demonstrates limited 
knowledge of content

■ demonstrates limited 
understanding of
content

■ demonstrates some 
knowledge of content

■ demonstrates some 
understanding of
content

■ demonstrates
considerable
knowledge of content

■ demonstrates
considerable
understanding of
content

■ demonstrates
thorough
knowledge of content

■ demonstrates
thorough
understanding of
content

Thinking
The use of critical and
creative thinking skills
and/or processes

■ uses planning skills 
with limited effectiveness

■ uses processing skills 
with limited effectiveness

■ uses planning skills 
with some effectiveness

■ uses processing skills 
with some effectiveness

■ uses planning skills 
with considerable
effectiveness

■ uses processing skills 
with considerable 
effectiveness

■ uses planning skills 
with a high degree 
effectiveness

■ uses processing skills 
with a high degree of 
effectiveness

Communication
The conveying of
meaning through various
forms

■ expresses and organizes
ideas and information 
with limited
effectiveness

■ expresses and organizes
ideas and information 
with some effectiveness

■ expresses and organizes
ideas and information 
with considerable
effectiveness

■ expresses and organizes
ideas and information 
with a high degree of
effectiveness

Application/Making
Connections
The use of knowledge
and skills to make
connections within and
between various contexts

■ applies knowledge and
skills in familiar
contexts with limited 
effectiveness

■ applies knowledge 
and skills in familiar 
contexts with some 
effectiveness

■ applies knowledge and 
skills in familiar context 
with considerable
effectiveness

■ applies knowledge 
and skills in familiar
contexts with a high 
degree of effectiveness


